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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY 
 
 
Birmingham’s built environment from medieval to Victorian times 

Birmingham was a comparatively small market town until the seventeenth century.  It 
therefore has neither copious written records nor spectacular early buildings to attract 
historians.  Such interest as historians have shown has been concerned with the economic 
development of the town.  Holt's essay, The early history of the town of Birmingham, 1166-
1600, is the best academic study of the early town.  Skipp's A history of Greater Birmingham 
down to 1830 is for a more general readership and includes the villages that were absorbed 
by the growing industrial city.  Skipp also published an excellent book on Medieval Yardley 
based on the researches of a university extra-mural class.  Medieval church studies from 
greater Birmingham loom large in the early volumes of the Transactions of the Birmingham 
Archaeological Society,2 as do analyses of the few remaining timber-framed buildings.  The 
Transactions also contain a study of early Edgbaston, by Chatwin, which was later 
republished as a book.  Archaeology adds to the story with excavation reports on Weoley 
Castle and Birmingham's moated manor house. 
 
Researchers interested in the growing early-modern industrial town have the considerable 
advantage of a detailed survey of 1553.  Hopkins's book, Birmingham, the first 
manufacturing town in the world, 1760-1840, is the most recent academic treatment of this 
period but, again, is entirely economic and social in its emphasis.  It says almost nothing 
explicitly on the environmental history of the town (although much is implicit).  One of the 
most important new areas of development in the eighteenth century was the Colmore estate 
to the north of the early core of the town.  This was to form the basis of both the office 
quarter of the developing Victorian town centre and the manufacturing district of the 
Jewellery Quarter.  Its development is one of the case studies in Chalklin's The provincial 
towns of Georgian England.  There are a number of important studies of Birmingham's 
Georgian houses in the TBAS and a book, by Hill and Dent, Memorials of Old Square, which 
re-populates the Georgian houses around the square. 
 
From about 1770, Birmingham's developing industrial base meant that its population 
expanded rapidly.  Earlier growth had infilled every garden and courtyard in the older part of 
the town and so, increasingly, new building took place on the urban fringe.  Purpose-built 
working-class housing in Birmingham took on distinctive regional characteristics: specifically 
the back-to-back courtyard of dwellings.  There has been much academic interest in 
analysing this housing and its consequent slum living conditions over the past thirty 
years.  This work considers both the specifics of Birmingham, and compares it with other 
industrial cities.  As conditions in the town centre deteriorated to the considerable 
detriment of the health of inhabitants, those who could afford to do so left for the suburbs. 
The carefully-planned development of their Edgbaston estate by the Gough-Calthorpe 
family and their agents gave Birmingham one of the most distinctive Victorian middle-class 
suburbs.  Cannadine's study of Lords and landlords: the aristocracy and the towns, 1774-
1967, uses Edgbaston as a principal example. 
 
The developing built environment of the Victorian city (and much else besides) is 
splendidly summarized in Skipp's The making of Victorian Birmingham.  There are 
surprisingly few overviews of the physical development of Birmingham.  Cherry's 
                     
2 Later the Birmingham and Warwickshire Archaeological Society. 
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Birmingham: a study in geography, history and planning is the most recent 'academic’ 
study, but his strength is in twentieth-century planning history.  Upton's A history of 
Birmingham concentrates just on the city and has a wealth of topographical information for 
all periods, including the nineteenth century.  However, there are numerous thematic 
books which use Birmingham and other cities as case studies.  These include Kellett's 
book on The impact of railways on Victorian cities, for example, as well as Briggs' seminal 
Victorian cities, which is more concerned with government than environment.  The end of 
the nineteenth century was marked by a number of major histories which provide 
contemporary commentary on recent growth and development.  Langford's Modern 
Birmingham and its institutions dates from the 1870s; whilst Dent's Old and new 
Birmingham: a history of the town and its people was published in 1880 and republished 
with a new title in 1894.  The first two volumes of the modern History of Birmingham, by 
Gill and Briggs respectively, continue this tradition, but contain far less topographical 
information. 
 
There is little published on Birmingham's industrial areas, (as against its industries) other 
than the jewellery district, and a few studies of early mills.  The British Association 
handbooks of 1886 and 1913 provide summary information but it is the innovative 
handbook of 1950 which puts this in broader geographical context.  There are excellent 
period studies by Johnson and Wise on industry, as well as good surveys of the spatial 
growth of the city in early modern, industrial and modern times. 
 
 
The development of Birmingham's built environment in the twentieth century 
 
Conventionally, the development of Birmingham throughout the twentieth century may be 
described as expansion (to about the Second World War), redevelopment (to about 1975) and 
retrenchment (to the end of the century). This is covered in many sources, the best of which are 
Development Department, City of Birmingham: Developing Birmingham 1889-1989, for a 
general readership, and Cherry, Birmingham: a study in geography, history and planning, for a 
more academic overview.   
 
It is certainly true that the area administered by the City Council expanded vastly during the 
century as the industrial population grew and required housing. Farmland was converted to 
housing estates, both of speculative semi-detached suburbia and municipal housing. Traces of 
this process can still be seen today in terms of surviving estate (field) boundaries, trees and 
hedgerows, place names, and a few pre-urban farmhouses. Birmingham was among the 
country's leaders in municipal housebuilding in this period (Manzoni, The production of fifty 
thousand municipal houses). Infrastructure to support these urban functions was also 
developed, although much depended upon late-Victorian origins: drainage and sewerage, gas 
and electricity, water supply from the Elan Valley in Wales, and the expansion of the network of 
public parks and open spaces. 
 
From the middle of the century outward growth slowed, with the exception of the acquisition of 
the Royal Borough of Sutton Coldfield in the 1960s. The poor condition of much nineteenth-
century building stock, both residential and commercial, had already been recognised; and 
bomb damage provided some impetus for slum clearance and comprehensive redevelopment 
schemes in much of the city's middle ring districts. Much, although not all, of the new municipal 
housing was provided as system-built blocks of flats, some 400 in all. Industrial redevelopment 
proposed the sweeping-away of established districts such as the Jewellery Quarter and their 
replacement with `flatted factories' and factory units. Inner and middle ring roads were planned, 
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together with much new infrastructure including the country's first `grade separated interchange' 
outside the capital, at Perry Barr. Significant private redevelopment also occurred with, for 
example, the Bull Ring, advertised as Europe's first major covered shopping centre.  The 
National Exhibition Centre, partly owned by the City, was constructed at the edge of the city next 
to the airport. 
 
The general national economic downturn had a significant impact on the city's built form, 
resulting from the general reduction in traditional heavy industry (City Council, The Birmingham 
Economy Review and Prospectus). This led to the under- or dis-use of many industrial 
buildings, and their decay and demolition. Municipal development programmes virtually ceased. 
Where funding was available, though, Birmingham produced some innovative housing 
rehabilitation programmes, such as the ‘envelope' scheme. 
 
From the late 1980s a new economic and political enterprise culture led to a series of ‘flagship' 
schemes, including the National Indoor Arena, the International Convention Centre and 
Symphony Hall, and Brindleyplace. These, and promotions such as bids for international games 
and festivals, and for the Millennium development, put Birmingham and its urban environment in 
the international eye.  The redeveloped Bullring and iconic Selfridges building – also appearing 
on a Post Office stamp – has still further raised the city’s profile.  A wide range of public and 
private developments and environmental improvements has also occurred, along with a rising 
consciousness of conservation and of urban design. Some schemes have had a protracted 
gestation, however, as the economy, planning fashions, and public involvement have changed: 
for example the Bullring redevelopment, first proposed in 1987, only began on site in 1999.  The 
Eastside regeneration seems likely to have an equally protracted gestation period. 
 
This traditional story, simply viewing the changes to buildings, spaces and infrastructure, is only 
a partial view. Two other aspects deserve consideration, and are included (to a limited extent) in 
this bibliography. 
 
First is the fact that one needs to explore the motivations behind changes to the built fabric itself. 
These include structural, economic and even personal factors. Structurally, one cannot ignore 
the growing importance of the town planning system throughout this period; and the continual 
production of Acts, Circulars and – most recently – national and regional Planning Policy 
Guidance Notes. The economy, and awareness of its cyclical fluctuations, determines the 
funding available for development and redevelopment. The importance of the changing planning 
system and economy is shown in the case of retail development by Larkham and Westlake, 
‘Retail change and retail planning'. Personal factors and such things as party political allegiance 
may determine priorities, and indeed whether proposals are put forward at all. 
 
Secondly there is the experience of those involved in the processes of the production of the built 
environment. Public participation in planning is a product of only the last 30 or so years. It is 
difficult to chart the experiences of those affected by developments earlier in the century, 
although some oral history records attempt this. Otherwise, much recorded public response has 
been critical of process and result (Heywood and Naz, Clearance: the View from the Street). 
The socio-economic impacts of some, at least, of the major projects have been problematic 
(Loftman and Nevin, ‘Prestige urban regeneration projects'). And, of course, the views of the 
public are generally not those of the professionals (Hubbard, ‘Attitudes to redevelopment'). 
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Key themes for the selection 
 
This realisation of the range of issues affecting the study of the built form leads to some key 
themes for the selection of bibliographic items. Inevitably, too, a list of sources dealing with the 
built environment will overlap with other sections in this bibliography: political, economic and 
social histories, industrial development, etc. For example, housing renewal needs to be 
considered along with the changing socio-economic profile of population, and arguably we 
should also consider some of the experiences of those managing the process or living in those 
houses (Heywood and Naz, Clearance: the View from the Street); industrial change has to be 
considered along with the wider economic and structural changes (for example as set out in the 
major ESRC study conducted by Spencer et al., Crisis in the Industrial Heartland). 
 
This list therefore contains much more than descriptions of individual buildings and urban 
landscapes: in fact, these form a minority. More commonly, consideration of the built 
environment – particularly its development and management, as opposed to descriptions of its 
form – requires broad consideration of issues such as the local planning system, politics, 
economic development, policy development and implementation – for example as with the 
example of Birmingham Heartlands and the East Birmingham urban renewal through the 
mechanism of the Heartlands Urban Development Corporation. 
 
This broad view of the built environment is in line with the development of the academic study of 
this subject – urban morphology. Earlier studies were largely descriptive ‘snapshots' (Stedman, 
‘The townscape of Birmingham in 1956', which should be compared with ‘Making sense of 
Birmingham's townscapes' by Whitehand, published four decades later). More recently it is the 
process of the production of the built environment that is explored – including the identification of 
the agents responsible for change, exploration of their motivations, the legal, administrative and 
socio-economic context within which they operate (for example Barrett, ‘Townscape change and 
local planning management'). 
 
The bibliography is organised thematically and chronologically, so we have general and 
specialist texts, texts dealing with issues across the city, those dealing with particular locations. 
Chronologically, we have identified significant shifts in types of thinking, and the associated 
policies and activities, between different periods. For example, Birmingham was an important 
focus for early planning: Bournville, the activities of Chamberlain and Nettlefold amongst others 
(leading to the broad influence of Birmingham's experience in the national development of 
planning thought) and the very early adoption of the Town Planning Schemes in the 
Harborne/Weoley Castle area. The significant personal initiative of one individual in proposing a 
complete redesign of much of the city centre should not be overlooked, particularly as it 
indirectly resulted in the still-incomplete ‘civic quarter' (Haywood, The Development of 
Birmingham: an Essay). More recently, there have been significant shifts in the local authority 
policy, with a greater emphasis upon urban design by the local planning authority (again, in 
commissioning of the Birmingham Urban Design Strategy the city is a national innovator) and 
upon greater environmental sustainability by the Environmental Services Department. 
 
The bibliography also reflects the broad interests of scholars – particularly geographers – in 
documenting the changing form of the city: industrialisation, suburban sprawl, redevelopments, 
de-industrialisation, regeneration, heritage and conservation. In addition, there are accounts of 
particular institutional interventions which have changed perceptions or even policies, or have 
spurred particular publications. Examples include the visits of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science (resulting in, for example, Gerrard and Slater's edited collection 
Managing a Conurbation), the celebration of city status, and the Highbury urban design 
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initiative. 
Editorial method 
 
In common with many other towns and cities, the built environment of Birmingham during the 
twentieth century has been recorded in a fragmentary and episodic fashion. Birmingham 
appears as a passing example in much literature on many issues, such as the development of 
architectural styles (the favourable comments on a few houses in H. Muthesius' The English 
House, 1904, for example), high rise housing, urban renewal, and so on; yet these can scarcely 
merit inclusion in a bibliography such as this. 
 
Likewise, the experience of Birmingham has been heavily used in national and international 
comparative studies. A few examples of this literature are given in order that Birmingham can be 
seen in a wider context (Loftman and Nevin, ‘Going for growth'; Webman, Reviving the Industrial 
City). 
 
Instead, we concentrate on books, chapters and papers (rather than electronic material and 
ephemerae) where the principal focus is on Birmingham; for example Sutcliffe's contribution on 
the early-twentieth century resistance to high-rise flats in his edited collection Multi-Storey 
Living. Infrastructure, from the inner ring road to the provision of public parks, is included. Where 
the infrastructure or the ecology (from the Elan Valley aqueduct and River Tame catchment 
area) is remote or larger but still has an impact on the built environment, these studies have also 
been included. Items that focus on the built environment through another aspect, such as the 
works of Birmingham architects or the agents and agencies of urban change, may be included 
here. 
 
A substantial number of items are drawn from the relevant Departments of Birmingham City 
Council. Some were published and quite widely available in the City; others had much more 
limited circulation, but all are available in the Central Reference Library's local collection. Such 
documents are of increasing importance in the post-war period with the rise of the formal town 
planning system. Their scope is broad: from statutory plans to newer themes such as 
conservation and urban design. 
 
We include a number of higher degree theses – particularly products of the Centre for Urban 
and Regional Studies at the University of Birmingham – especially where such material is not 
otherwise generally available. These theses are available in the Heslop Room of the University 
Library. 
 
Lastly, we include a small sample of a fast-growing literature: the local history studies, 
particularly photographic, that focus on specific areas or aspects within the City. 
 
We have generally not included manuscript material – including the range of photographic and 
cartographic material in the Central Reference Library's Local Studies Collection – or 
newspaper reports and related commentary, although both can form important sources of 
information on the changing built environment (see Sutcliffe, in Multi-Storey Living, for an 
example of its use). Promotional literature from developers also exists, from the 1960s Bull Ring 
to the late-1990s Arena Central proposal. Short notes on individual buildings can be found, for 
example in the Architects' Journal; but we have restricted ourselves to more substantial 
commentaries. Lastly, for specific development proposals, the planning files of the local 
authority are detailed and invaluable (again see, for example, Barrett, ‘Townscape change and 
local planning management', for the use of this type of material). 
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Note that, for consistency, City Council publications are listed under “City Council”, although 
some give individual Departments or merely “City of Birmingham”. 
Acknowledgement 
 
The authors acknowledge the research assistance of Mini Bhogal in preparing the original 
version of this bibliography. 
 



 
 
 - 7 -

 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
 1. General histories 
 
Briggs, A. (ed.) (3 vols; 1952, 1952, 1974)  History of Birmingham Oxford University Press, 
 London. 
 
Cherry, G.E. (1994) Birmingham: a study in geography, history and planning  Wiley,  Chichester. 
 
Dent, R.K. (1880) Old and new Birmingham  Houghton and Hammond, Birmingham.  [A 
 collection of local items, mnany dealing with the built environment.] 
 
Hopkins, E. (2001) Birmingham: the making of the second city, 1850-1939  Tempus, Stroud. 
 
Larkham, P.J. (2003) Discovering cities: Birmingham  Geographical Association, Sheffield.  
 [Short pocket guide – history and trails.] 
 
Upton, C. (1993) Birmingham: a history  Phillimore, Chichester.  [A broad introduction, without 
 references.] 
 
 
Growth of the city: medieval and early modern 
 
Barrow, W. (1912) ‘Birmingham’s markets and fairs’, Transactions of the Birmingham 
 Archaeological Society vol. 38 pp. 383-424. 
 
Bassett, S. (2000) ‘Anglo-Saxon Birmingham’, Midland History vol. XXV pp. 1-27. 
 
Bickley, W.B. and Hill, J. (1980) Survey of the Borough and Manor or demesne foreign of 
 Birmingham made in the first year of the reign of Queen Mary, 1553  Cooper, 
 Birmingham. 
 
Buteux, S. (2003) Beneath the Bull Ring  Brewin, Studley. 
 
Chatwin, P.B. (1913) ‘Edgbaston’, Transactions of the Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 
 39 pp. 5-37. 
 
Gillespie, R.W. (1887) ‘On some memorials of old Birmingham’, Transactions of the 
 Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 14 pp. 1-10. 
 
Hodder, M. (2004) Birmingham: the hidden history  Tempus, Stroud. 
 
Holt, R. (1985) ‘The early history of the town of Birmingham 1166-1600’, Dugdale Society 
 Occasional Papers no. 30. 
 
Langford, J.A. (1866) ‘The confiscation of the Birmingham guilds’, Transactions of the 
 Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 13 pp. 13-24. 
 
Langford, J.A. (1882-3) ‘Birmingham at the time of John Leland’s visit’, Transactions of the 
 Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 11 pp. 32-42. 



 
 
 - 8 -

 
McKenna, J. (2005) Birmingham: the building of a city  Tempus, Stroud. 
 
Pearson, F.S. (1896) ‘The history of the manor of Northfield and Weoley’, Transactions of the 
 Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 22 pp. 36-48. 
 
Pelham, R.A. (1938) ‘Trade relations of Birmingham during the middle ages’, Transactions of 
 the Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 62 pp. 32-40. 
 
Pelham, R.A. (1950) ‘The growth of settlement and industry c. 1100-c. 1700’, in Kinvig, R.H., 
 Smith, J.G. and Wise, M.J. (eds) Birmingham and its regional setting  British 
 Association, Birmingham 
 
 
Growth of the city: nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
 
Briggs, A. (1952)  History of Birmingham: vol. II: Borough and city 1865-1938  Oxford 
 University Press, London. 
 
Chamberlain, J. (1878) The progress of the Birmingham Improvement Scheme  Birmingham. 
 
City Council, Development Department (1989) Developing Birmingham 1889-1989: 100 
 years of city planning  City Council, Birmingham. 
 
Elrington, C.R. and Tillott, P.M. (1964) ‘The growth of the city', in Stephens, W.B. (ed.) Victoria 
 County History of Warwick vol VII: the City of Birmingham  Oxford University Press, 
 Oxford. 
 
Gill, C. (1947-8) ‘Birmingham under the Street Commissioners 1769-1851’, University of 
 Birmingham Historical Journal vol. 1 pp. 255-287. 
 
Hopkins, E. (2001) Birmingham: the making of the second city, 1850-1939  Tempus, Stroud. 
 
Pearson, H.S. (1914) ‘New Street’, Transactions of the Birmingham Archaeological Society  vol. 
40 pp. 69-82. 
 
Skipp, V. (1980) A history of Greater Birmingham down to 1830  privately published, 
 Brmingham. 
 
Skipp, V. (1983) The making of Victorian Birmingham privately published, Brmingham. 
 
Sutcliffe, A.R. (1986) ‘The "Midland Metropolis": Birmingham 1890-1980', in Gordon, G. (ed.) 
 Regional Cities in the UK 1890-1980  Harper & Row, London. 
 
Tann, J. (1978) Joseph Chamberlain and Birmingham’s improvement  University of Aston, 
 Brmingham. 
 
Whybrow, J. (ed.) (1972) How does your Birmingham grow?  John Whybrow Ltd, Birmingham. 
 
Wise, M.J. (1948) ‘Some factors influencing the growth of Birmingham’, Geography vol. 33 pp. 
 76-190. 



 
 
 - 9 -

Wise, M.J. and Thorpe, H. (1950) ‘The growth of Birmingham 1800-1950’, in Kinvig, R.H., 
 Smith, J.G. and Wise, M.J. (eds) Birmingham and its regional setting  British 
 Association, Birmingham 
 
 
 2. Housing 
 
 
General 
 
Bournville Village Trust (1941) When we build again: a study based on research into 
 conditions of living and working in Birmingham  Allen & Unwin, London.  [Of wide 
 national influence in the period of post-Second World War reconstruction.] 
 
Nettlefold, J.S. (1908) Practical housing  Garden City Press, Letchworth. [Key text developed 
 using Birmingham examples, by important local politician.] 
 
Smith, R.J. (undated) Housing in Birmingham immediately after the end of the Second World 
 War, Research Paper 4, History of Birmingham Project, School of History, University of 
 Birmingham. 
 
Smith, R.J. (undated) The changing housing stock of Birmingham 1945-66, Research Paper 
 9, History of Birmingham Project, School of History, University of Birmingham. 
 
 
Georgian housing 
 
Chalklin, C.W. (1974) The provincial towns of Georgian England  Arnold, London.  [Chapter 4.] 
 
Hill, J. and Dent, R.K. (1897) Memorials of Old Square, Birmingham  Taylor, Birmingham. 
 
Langford, J.A. (1871) ‘Early buildiong societies in Birmingham’, Transactions of the 
 Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 2 pp. 37-44. 
 
Walker, B. (1932) ‘Some eighteenth-century Birmingham houses, and the men who lived in 
 them’, Transactions of the Birmingham Archaeological Society vol. 56 pp. 1-36. 
 
 
Victorian housing 
 
Cannadine, D. (1980) Lords and landlords: the aristocracy and the towns 1774-1967  Leicester 
 University Press, Leicester [pp. 81-218, especially on Edgbaston and the Calthorpe 
 Estate.] 
 
Power, G. (1992) ‘Entail in two cities: a comparative study of long-term leases on Birmingham, 
 England and Baltimore, Maryland, 1700-1900’, Journal of Architecture and PLanning 
 Research vol. 9 pp. 315-324. 
 
Redfern, J.B. (1983) ‘Elite suburbians: early Victorian Edgbaston’, The Local Historian vol. 15 
 pp. 218-230. 
 



 
 
 - 10 -

 
Working-class, and slum housing 
 
Chapman, S.D. and Bartlett, J.N. (1971) ‘The contribution of building clubs and freehold land 
 societies to working-class housing in Birmingham’, in Chapman, S.D. (ed.) The history 
 of working-class housing  David and Charles, Newton Abbot. 
 
Green, D.R. and Parton, A.G. (1990) ‘Slums and slum life in Victorian England: London and 
 Birmingham at mid-century’, in Gaskell, S.M. (ed.) Slums  Leicester University Press, 
 Leicester. 
 
Hopkins, E. (1986) ‘Working-class housing in Birmingham during the Industrial Revolution’, 
 International Review of Social History vol. 31 pp. 80-94. 
 
Muthesius, S. (1982) The English terraced house  Yale University Press, New Haven.  
 [Comments and illustrations throughout.] 
 
 
Municipal (or social) housing 
 
Anon. (1901) The housing of the labouring classes  Birmingham Reference Library 156537. 
 
Chinn, C. (1991) Homes for people: 100 Years of council housing in Birmingham  Birmingham 
 Books, Birmingham. 
 
Dunleavy, P. (1981) The politics of mass housing in Britain 1945-1975 : Clarendon  Press, 
 Oxford. [Birmingham is one of three major cases used.] 
 
Hearnden, R. (1976) Old people in unfit housing: studies of three redevelopment areas in 
 Birmingham Metropolitan Borough, unpublished M.Soc.Sc. thesis, Centre for Urban  and 
Regional Studies, University of Birmingham. 
 
Jones, P. (2005) ‘The suburban high flat in the post-war reconstruction of Birmingham, 1945-
 71’, Urban History  vol. 32 pp. 308-326. 
 
Manzoni, H. (1939) The production of fifty thousand municipal houses  City Council, 
 Birmingham.  [Manzoni was the long-serving and influential City Engineer and 
 Surveyor]. 
 
Patel, R. (1995) Developing appropriate, affordable and acceptable social housing designs for 
 the Asian communities in Birmingham, unpublished M.Soc.Sc. thesis, Department of 
 Development Administration, University of Birmingham. 
 
Potter, P. (1983) State housing for general needs: policy and practice in Birmingham, 1900-
 1935, unpublished M.Phil. thesis, Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, University of 
 Birmingham. 
 
Sheppard Fidler, A.G. (1955) ‘Post war housing in Birmingham', Town Planning Review, vol. 
 26 pp. 25-47. 
 
Sutcliffe, A.R. (undated) The production of municipal houses in Birmingham 1939-1966, 



 
 
 - 11 -

 Research Paper 5, History of Birmingham Project, School of History, University of 
 Birmingham. 
 
Sutcliffe, A.R. (1974) ‘A century of flats in Birmingham, 1875-1975', in Sutcliffe, A.R. (ed.) 
 Multi-storey living: the British working-class experience  Croom Helm, London. 
 
Waddington, D. (1987) The condition of Birmingham's housing stock   Housing Department, 
 City Council, Birmingham. 
 
 
Private-sector housing (see also ‘Suburbs’) 
 
Bell, C. (1979) Vacant dwellings in the private sector: a case study of the City of Birmingham, 
 unpublished M.Soc.Sc. thesis, Centre for Urban and  Regional Studies, University of 
 Birmingham. 
 
Calthorpe Estate (1958) Calthorpe Edgbaston Estate redevelopment proposals  Calthorpe 
 Estate, Birmingham. 
 
Calthorpe Estate (undated) Window on Edgbaston  Calthorpe Estate, Birmingham. 
 
Parsons, H. (1973) Recent private development in older areas of Birmingham, Research 
 Memorandum 13, Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, University of Birmingham. 
 
Whitehand, J.W.R., Morton, N.J. and Carr, C.M.H. (1999) ‘Urban morphogenesis at the 
 microscale: how houses change’, Environment and Planning B: PLanning and Design 
 vol. 26 pp. 503-515.  [Uses many Birmingham examples.] 
 
Whitehand, J.W.R. and Carr, C.M.H. (1999) ‘The changing fabric of ordinary residential areas’, 
 Urban Studies vol. 36 pp. 1661-1677. [Uses many Birmingham examples.] 
 
 
Philanthropic housing: Bournville 
 
Anon. (1922) Bournville housing   Bournville Village Trust, Birmingham. 
 
Bailey, A.R. and Bryson, J.R. (2006) ‘Quaker industrial patronage: George Cadbury and the 

construction of Bournville model village’, Quaker Studies vol. 11 no. 1 pp. 96-124. 
 
Bailey, A.R. and Bryson, J.R. (2006) ‘Stories of suburbia (Bournville, UK): from planning to 

people tales’, Social and Cultural Geography vol. 7 no., 2 pp. 178-197. 
 
Bournville Village Trust (1955) Bournville Village Trust 1900-1955  Bournville Village Trust, 
 Birmingham. 
 
Bryson, J.R. and Lowe, P.A. (1996) ‘Bournville: a hundred years of social housing in a model 
 village', in Gerrard, A.J. and Slater, T.R. (eds) Managing a conurbation: Birmingham  and 
its region  Brewin, Studley. 
 
Bryson, J.R. and Lowe, P.A. (2002) ‘Story-telling and history construction: rereading George 

Cadbury’s Bournville model village’, Journal of Historical Geography vol. 28 no. 1 pp. 21-



 
 
 - 12 -

41. 
 
Dellheim, C. (1990) ‘Utopia Ltd: Bournville and Port Sunlight', in Fraser, D. (ed.) Cities, class 
 and communication: essays in honour of Asa Briggs  Harvester, London. 
 
Durman, M. and Harrison, M. (1995) Bournville 1895-1914: the model village and its cottages, 
 Article Press, Birmingham. 
 
Harrison, M. (1999) Bournville: model village to garden suburb  Phillimore, Chichester. 
 
Harvey, W.A. (1906) The model village and its cottages   Batsford, London.  [Harvey was 
 architect of most of the early Bournville housing development.] 
 
Hillman, J. (1994) The Bournville hallmark: housing people for 100 years  Brewin, Studley. 
 
Whitehouse, J.H. (1902) ‘Bournville: a study in housing reform', The Studio, vol. 24 pp. 162- 72. 
 
See also ‘urban renewal', which concentrated on housing issues 
 
 
 3. Planning 
 
 
Planning pre-c. 1939 
 
Birmingham Civic Society (edited by Haywood, W.) (1934) The work of the Birmingham Civic 
 Society from June 1918 to June 1946  Kynoch, for the Civic Society, Birmingham. 
 
Cadbury, G. (1915) Town planning with special reference to the Birmingham schemes, 
 Longmans Green, London. 
 
Chamberlain, N. (1913) ‘Town planning in Birmingham', in Auden, G.A. (ed.) A handbook for 
 Birmingham and the neighbourhood prepared for the 83rd annual meeting of the British 
 Association for the Advancement of Science  Cornish Brothers, Birmingham. 
 
Cherry, G.E. (1975) Factors in the origins of town planning in Britain: the example of 
 Birmingham, 1905-14  Working Paper no. 36, Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, 
 University of Birmingham. 
 
Cherry, G.E. (1994) Urban renewal and town planning: the Chamberlains in Birmingham  
 Institute for Advanced Research in the Humanities, University of Birmingham. 
 
Haywood, W. (1918) The development of Birmingham: an essay  Kynoch, Birmingham. 
 
Wiltshire, F.H.C. (1927) ‘The Birmingham schemes and some problems of town and regional 
 planning', in Report of proceedings: Regional Planning Exhibition and Conference, 
 June 1927  Midland Joint Town Planning Advisory Council, Birmingham. 
 
 



 
 
 - 13 -

Post-war redevelopment (especially city centre) 
 
Architect and Building News (1959) ‘The City of Birmingham rebuilds’, Architect and Building 

News 15 April, pp. 470-482. 
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